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ISAIAH 710 ~ 645

If you trust not, -

you shall not hold firm.”
And the LORD spoke again tb Ahaz, saying, “Ask for a sign from the people
of the LorD your God, make it deep as Sheol or high above.” And Ahaz
said, “T will not ask and I will not test the LerD.” And Isaiah said, “Listen,
pray, O House of David! Is it not enough for you to weary men that you
should weary my God as well? Therefore the Master Himself shall give you
a sign: the young woman is about to conceive and bear a son, and she shall
call his name Immanuel. Curds and honey he shall eat till he knows how to
reject evil and choose good. For before the lad knows how to reject evil and
choose good, the land, whose two kings you despise, shall be abandoned.
'the Lorp shall bring upon you and your people and upon your father’s
house days that have not come from the day Ephraim turned away from
Judah—the king of Assyria.

o 1 you trust not, / you shall not hold firm. This cryptic declaration (the Hebrew involves
wordplay) is a little enigmatic, though it probably means that if Ahaz does not trust Isaiah

and hold out against Reézin and Pekah, he will come to a bad end.

1y Isaiah smd The Hebrew merely says “he said.” The name has been substituted in order
toavoid confusion.
to weary. The Hebrew verb sometimes means this, though it also means “to incapaci-
tate,” which is not appropriate in this context. The development of the dialogue appears
to beas follows: Isaiah invites Ahaz to ask for a sign, however extravagant (verse 11); Ahaz
»alraid to put God to the test (verse 12); Isaiah answers that Ahaz is exasperating God by
||| unwillingness to ask for a sign (verse 13); Isaiah further says that Ahaz will get a sign
whether he likes it or not (verse 14).

t1 the young woman. Although this verse generated many centuries of Christological read-
s emphasizing the virgin birth, the Hebrew ‘almah does not mean “virgin,” but #ather
“vonng woman,” and in Proverbs the ‘almah is represented englged in sex. The “sign” here
v the tame she gives the child, which means “God is with us.” Nevertheless, the identity of
e young, woman is unclear and has bebn much debated. She might be the prophet’s wife
hecaune there is precedent for prophets begetting symbolic sons, or she might be a woman
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